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that the keel of the Snark could not be laid. Supplies that had
been paid for were burned; there were no workmen to be
had; the ironworks had been razed, equipment ordered from
New York could not be brought into the city. There could
be no lick of work done on the Snark for many weeks. Jack
left Roscoe behind to get construction under way again just
as soon as possible, and returned to Glen Ellen to write some
of his finest Klondike stories, among them " Love of Life,"
"The White Man's Way," "The Story of Keesh," "The Un-
expected," " Negore," " The Coward"; he had begun to suspect
that the Snark might cost a little more than his original
estimate of seven thousand dollars to build.

In June the keel of the Snark was at last laid. Jack also
conceived the motif for the novel based on the economic life
of the people, for which he had long been casting about in
his mind. "I am deep in the beginning of a socialistic novel!
Am going to call it "The Iron Heel. How is that for a title?
The poor futile little capitalist! Gee, when the proletariat
cleans house some day!" Again his vigorous imagination,
which just two months before had invented a device to plunge
a story backward in time some tens of thousands of years,
now created a device to project The Iron Heel forward by
seven hundred years: the finding of the manuscript of
Ernest Everhard where it had been hidden just after the
Second Revolt of the People had been bathed in blood by the
Oligarch. Anatole France, who called Jack the American
Karl Marx, wrote in an introduction to The Iron Heel, "Jack
London has that particular genius which perceives what is
hidden from the common herd, and possesses a special
knowledge enabling him to anticipate the future."

A special knowledge inherited straight from Professor
Chaney, one of whose greatest delights was predicting the
future, nearly always accurately. In The Iron Heel Jack once
again proved that ideas can be more exciting than action,
and that they control the world; just as in The Sea Wolf and
Before Adam he had paid his debt to his masters, Spencer,
Darwin, and Huxley, he now paid his debt to his master,
Karl Marx, popularising his teachings, dramatising socialism